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language of Buddhism he had "made three immediate
karmas" (jg H $K Faj H)> three anantarya karmas. Stung
by conscience, and haunted by fear, he now skulked from
place to place until he reached Pataliputra. Here he
resolved to enter religion, and he easily persuaded a monk
of the Kukutarama Yihara to have him ordained. He
now devoted all his energies and abilities to his new-
profession and, haying zeal and capacity, he soon rose to
be the head of the establishment, and the leader of a
large party in the church at Pataliputra. His intellectual
abilities were much above those of the ordinary brethren,
but his orthodoxy was doubtful, and his moral character
was not aboye suspicion. Mahadeva claimed to have
attained arhatship, and he explained away circumstances
which seemed to be destructive of his claim. In answer
to queries from younger brethren he enunciated five dogmas,
or tenets, which led to much discussion, and at length to
open dissension. These tenets were, (1) An arhat may
commit a sin under unconscious temptation, (2) One may
be an arhat and not know it, (3) An arhat may have
doubts on matters of doctrine, (4) One cannot attain
arhatship without the aid of a teacher, (5) The "noble
ways" may begin by a shout, that is, one meditating
seriously on religion may make such an exclamation as
"How sad!" and by so doing attain progress towards per-
fection. These five propositions Mahadeva declared to be
Buddha's teaching, but the senior Brethren declared them
to be Mahadeva's invention and opposed to the orthodox
teaching. There were at the time four "sets" or "parties"
of Buddhists at Pataliputra, and these had bitter contro-
versies about the five propositions. When dispute ran
high the king, on Mahadeva's suggestion, called an assembly
of all the monks to have an open discussion and vote on
the subject, the king being a friend and patron of Maha-
deva. When the assembly was summoned it was attended
by a number of senior Brethren, who were arhats, and by
an immense number of ordinary ordained members of the
church. The superior Brethren argued and voted against